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1. With reference to the conversation between Prime Minister
Chou and Secretary Kissinger regarding the prospects in Vietnam, the
U.S. side would like to bring to the attention of the Chinese side the
following information:

A, The United States Governmentiis deeply concerned
over what it sees as unmistakable signs of North Vietnamese
preparations to resume armed conflict on a large scale in
South Vietnam. The United States side regards the present
situation with the‘ utmost seriousness, and cannot stand idly
by if North Vietnam continues its present activities.

B. The following evidence has convinced the United States
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completed. side that North Vietnam is in fact preparing to launch a major

offensive. (On each point below, the evidence is strong and is
fully accepted by the U.S. side.)
(1) The North Vietnamese have sent more than 22, 000

military personnel south since 1 September of this year to
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é[rengthen their armed forces in South Vietnam and adjacent
border areas. Since 1 January 1973 they have sent a total

of over 75, 000 troops to the south.

(2) The U. S, side has been reliably informed that the
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North Vietnamese are planning to send almost an equal

number of additional troops into various parts of South
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Vietnam during the 1‘97-3-1974 dry seasoﬁ -- starting
in December 1973. The U.S. side can see no reason
why thé DRV would plan to dispatch these additional
troops té South Vietnam, in c-omplete violation of the
Paris Agreement and Protocols, e;;cept to assemble the
manpower and reserves necessary to launch a major
military offensive.

(3) The North Vietné.mese have moved into South

Vietnam and'adjacent border areas enough stocks of

" munitions and military equipment to sustain heavy combat
_activity for at least eight months. (Some of these stock-

.piles were already in position when the Paris Agreement

was signed last January, but they have been greatly expanded

since that time.) They are now preparing -- as the weather

"improves in southern Laos -- to bring still more munitions

and military equipment into South Vietnam,

(4) As of mid-November, North Vietnamese Army units
in all of s;outhern Laos were-preparing‘to move large
quantities of war materiél further south. Such activity, as
well a.s‘. the very presencé of North Vietnamese military

units in Laos, is a clear vidlation of the Paris Agreement.
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(5) The North Vietnamese have augmented their
logistic forces in northern South Vietnam ‘by some 15,000
men in recent rﬁonths. They would ndt need these logistic
forces unless they planned to expand the support to their -
combat units in this area.

(6)‘ The North Vietnamese are making major improve-
ments on roads in southern Laos, and have ﬁearly completéd
a parallel road from North Vietnam through western South
Vietnam from the DMZ to South Vietnam's Military Region 3.
'I'hése two road nets have no discernib.le civilian purpose
but they obviously .ma.ke it much easier for the North Viet-
namese to prepare for and suppﬁrt an dffensive ‘than was
previously the ca.ée'.

(7) The measures which’ the North Vietnamese are
now taking can be compared with those they took in the
months prior to March 1972, wheﬁ they launched their
Jast offensive. The military capabilities of the DRY in
the south are now at least as great as they were at the
eﬁd of March 1972, and in some areas they are greater.
The South Vietnamese government since that time has

also improved its capabilities, and would be in a better
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posi-tion te withstand a .North Vietnamese offensive without
u. S. air support. Under a heavy North Vietnamése éttack, ‘
however, U S. air support might again prove necessary.

(8) It is impossible to iﬁterpret this North Vietnamese
buildup as prudential, as a response to South Vietnamese
provocations, m:" indeed as anything but preparation for

major North Vietnamese offensive action,
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‘C. In addition to .tlie evidence a_.bové,‘ the U, S. side in

recent months received repeated repo:t.'ts that new artillery

~ pieces, tanks and other armored vehicles have been observed o
at variou.s points inside North Vietham along the major rail
lines from Chii_xa. These reports‘ar.e of great concern because
if true they would indicate that North Vietnam is receiving
additional military equipment from China and the Soviet. Union,
2, Thesel unmistakable signs that the DRV is planning a military

offensive in South Vietnam cannot be ignored by the U.S. side. Sucha
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dé’velqﬁiﬁnent would raise problems of another diversion qf attention
‘v;rhich éould only be..of. value to hegemonial powers. Under these
circumstances, the U.S. side sincerely hopés that means can be
found to avert a development which would have such adverse conse-
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~ quences.
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